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Act 1

What do you notice?
What do you wonder?

What
Whatdo
doyou
youwonder?
notice?
Please type your comment in the chat.

What is the main question that we want answered?
How many Skittles are in the jar?

Estimate
Too Low estimate

Too High estimate

Place your just right estimate along the number line. Be sure to label!

Act 2
What information would be useful to know to help you solve this
problem? Enter your comments in the chat.

Solve.
(And try more than one method.)

Act 3
Please share your answer in the chat.

What other questions could we investigate?

Please type your comment in the chat.

How do these two problems differ?
Student Experience

Real-World Application

Inquiry

“If you can ask questions about it, it’s in your
real world. If you can guess about it, it’s in
your real world. If you are able to argue
about it, it’s in your real world.”
- Dan Meyer

Inquiry-based learning experiences are those which promote analytic thinking, knowledge
generation and application, and construction of meaning through mindful investigation driven by
compelling questions that have engaged, or have the potential of engaging, the learner’s
curiosity.”

Act 1
“Introduces the central conflict of your
story clearly, visually and viscerally,
using as few words as possible.”

• Notice and Wonder
• Engage in “Goldilocks guessing”

• Collect data and invite all learners
to participate

Act 2
“The student overcomes obstacles, looks for
resources and develops new tools.”

• Investigate the constraints and
requirements of the problem
• Identify and collect valuable
information needed to solve
• “Mess” with the problem

Act 3
“Resolve the conflict and set up a sequel
or extension.”
•

Evaluate the reasonableness of the
answer and sources of error
•

•

Formalize the content

Reflect on the skills needed to solve
the problem
•

Investigate additional questions

Act 1

Source: https://gfletchy.com/2016/10/23/3-act-task-a-kindergarten-lesson-captured/

Act 2

Student Work

Student Work

Act 3

This is All great, but where do I start?
www.estimation180.com

www.openmiddle.com

Wodb.ca

https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons/

Counting & Cardinality

K-2

Operations & algebraic thinking

Share the Love - Sharing Quantities within 20

Humpty Dumpty – Addition and Subtraction within 20

Number & Operations in base ten

Geometry

Downsizing Tomatoes – Addition and Subtraction within 100

Sliced Up – Working with Quarters and Wholes

Operations & Algebraic Thinking

3-5

Measurement & data

Knotty Rope – Multiplication and Division within 100

Cover the Floor – Building Arrays within 100

Number & operations in base ten

Number & Operations – Fractions

Where’s the Beef – Multiplication and Division within 100

The Big Pad – Area with Unit Fractions
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